
April 11th - April 15th, 2022 

Department News 

Campus News 

Employment Opportunities 

Grants and Fellowships 

Education and Enrichment Opportunities 

 

Missed a weekly bulletin? Find the archive here: 

https://chem.uiowa.edu/news-menu/weekly-bulletin-archive 

 

For more information on this week’s seminars, please visit:  

https://chem.uiowa.edu/news/colloquium-seminar-schedule 

Organic Seminar 

Thursday, April 21st, 2022 - 12:30 PM 

Shanari Wickremasinghage 

 “Sulfur and Nitrogen Containing Donor-Acceptor Polymers as 

Potential Organic Semiconductors” 

W128 CB 

W228 CB 

University of Iowa Research Foundation: 

Intellectual Property Lecture 

Dear Colleagues: 

While you may consider yourselves researchers, scholars, and creative artists first, your work’s value also 

has the potential of helping countless others beyond the walls of academia.  

That’s where the University of Iowa Research Foundation (UIRF) comes in. The UIRF works closely with 

faculty, staff, post-docs, and students like you to assess, protect, and commercialize intellectual property (IP) 

that results from your work. 

Whether your line of inquiry runs through science, philosophy, music, medical research, engineering, or 

some other mode of inquiry and exploration, your discoveries and insights may have application as 

inventions, products, services, or other commercializeable outcomes. UIRF has already helped the university 

transform research into successful medical devices and novel treatments, pharmaceuticals, educational 

tools, and more, and it stands ready to help you, too. 

Next month, UIRF the next in the series of four live 90-minute sessions via Zoom to help you gain a better 

understanding of the process, promise, and potential pitfalls involved in protecting and cultivating your IP. 

The course, which runs from 3-4:30 p.m., is: 

Thursday, April 21: What is commercialization? (course ID #WHACOM) This class provides an overview 

of the commercialization process, including creating an IP and marketing strategy. 

Faculty and staff may register for one or more of the courses through the UI Self Service My Training portal. 

Undergraduate students may also attend but will need to register outside of the UI employee portal and 

should contact UIRF Associate Director Mihaela D. Bojin at mihaela-bojin@uiowa.edu. 

The courses will provide introductory information about IP protection and research commercialization but will 

also benefit those who have already considered or launched startups, filed patents, or otherwise worked to 

develop their intellectual property. 

UIRF can also provide customized versions of the courses, on demand, to colleges and departments 

separately if requested. Additionally, UIRF offers weekly Inventor Office Hours from 4-5 p.m. each Tuesday 

via Zoom to answer questions and throughout the year gives presentations and workshops to guide faculty 

and staff along the path of commercialization. 

For more information, visit https://uirf.research.uiowa.edu/innovator-education. 

3/25//22 

5 New Electrochemistry Jobs 

Senior Electrochemist  
Octet Scientific - Cleveland, Ohio  

Senior Electrochemical Engineer  
TG Companies - Tucson, Arizona  

Postdoc - Composite Battery Electrode Characterization  
University of Manitoba - Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada  

Battery Scientist  
Coreshell Technologies - San Leandro, California, 94577  

Postdoctoral Researcher, CO2 Conversion / Materials  
Louisiana State University - Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 70803  

4/08/22 

Latham Science Engagement Fellowship 

The Latham Science Engagement Fellowship Program (latham.uiowa.edu) is a unique experience 

established to foster scientific engagement, interdisciplinary collaboration and innovative thinking. 

Undergraduate student researchers interested in public science communication are encouraged to apply to 

our program.  

Communicate science in the public sphere  

• Design and implement science outreach projects  

• Receive training in science communication methods  

• Develop fluency in communicating science to varied audiences  

Acquire Project Management Skills  

• Work with cohort of students from varied disciplines, along with campus and community partners to carry 

out outreach projects  

• Manage a project budget  

• Demonstrate time management, organization, and resourcefulness skills  

Prepare for the future  

• Gain real world experience to strengthen career and/or award applications  

Requirements to Apply:  

• Freshman, Sophomore or Junior standing  

• One semester of undergraduate research experience (minimum)  

• GPA > 3.0  

Application:  

• Complete online application (https://latham.uiowa.edu/program/application)  

• One letter of recommendation from a research advisor or mentor  

• Application deadline to be considered for Fall 2022 is May 15, 2022  

Award Expectations:  

• Enrollment in LATH:3000 Science Communication Skill Building (Fall 2022, Th 8:30-10:10am) and 

LATH:3001 Latham Fellows: Science Outreach Project (Spring 2023,Th 8:30-10:10am)  

• Completion of a Science Communication Outreach Project (Spring 2023)  

• Fellows will receive $500 upon completion of one-year program  

Priority application deadline is May 15th 

For more information and to apply, visit https://latham.uiowa.edu/ 
All are welcome to join our year-end event! Feel free to come and go as you please: 

7th Annual Project Engage Showcase feat. Latham Outreach Projects 
Saturday, April 30th 

9:30-11:30am 
Kollros Auditorium and Atrium 

To learn more, please contact the Latham Science Engagement Fellowship Program’s Associate Director, 

Brinda Shetty (brinda-shetty@uiowa.edu)  

4/15/22 

Midterm Grades Reminder and Upcoming 

Deadlines 

Drop Deadline 

• Please remind your students that the deadline for an undergraduate to drop an individual semester-

length course without dean’s authorization is Monday, April 4. 

• Students must obtain authorization to drop from their academic advisor, then finalize the drop in MyUI by 

11:59 pm on the deadline. 

If a student wants to drop after the deadline, please refer them to CLAS Undergraduate Programs as soon as 

possible (clasps@uiowa.edu, 319-335-2633, 120 Schaeffer Hall). 

• CLAS typically does not make exceptions to the drop deadline except in situations where the student has 

been seriously ill, has had a family emergency, or has been involved in a similar extenuating circumstance. In 

these cases, documentation is required for the College to approve a drop after the April 4 deadline. 

Deadlines for off-cycle courses may be found using the Registrar’s Course Deadlines Lookup. 

Withdrawal Deadline 

• The deadline for undergraduates to withdraw their entire spring 2022 registration without dean’s 

authorization is 11:59 pm on Monday, April 18. 

• Please refer students to their academic advisor for authorization and assistance if they wish to withdraw. 

If a CLAS student wants to withdraw after the deadline, please refer them to my office (clasps@uiowa.edu, 

319-335-2633, 120 Schaeffer Hall). 

4/01/22 

Academic Workplace: A Discussion Group 

Please join us for the second meeting of Academic Workplace, a discussion group in which we will consider 

important themes that arise surrounding civility and related workplace topics.  The The second spring 2022 

meeting of Academic Workplace will be on Friday April 22, 2:30-3:20.  The advance reading is chapters two 

and three of The No Asshole Rule by Robert I. Sutton.  Please email me at david-cunning@uiowa.edu and I 

will send you a pdf. 

Sara and I will start the meeting by setting up some material from earlier in the book, and then we will have a 

discussion of the practical insights and steps that are presented in the second and third chapters. 

The Zoom link will be https://uiowa.zoom.us/j/95625179632. 

Academic Workplace is open to all UI faculty, staff, and graduate students. 

3/25/22 

Sign Up for the PAID Hawkeye Summer 

Accelerator 

We are now accepting applications for the PAID 2022 summer Hawkeye Summer Accelerator!  

ABOUT THE PROGRAM 

The Hawkeye Summer Accelerator is an 11-week program for University of Iowa graduate students, faculty, 

and staff looking to take their idea or startup to the next level while fitting into their busy schedules. Teams will 

learn Lean Launchpad methodologies through customer discovery, workshops, pitching and weekly meetings 

with mentors. 

WHO IS HAWKEYE SUMMER ACCELERATOR FOR? 

• Currently University of Iowa graduate students, faculty, and staff. 

• The program is open to individuals or teams. 

• Open to graduate students in all majors, classifications, and part-time or full-time enrollment, faculty, and 

staff at the University of Iowa . 

PROGRAM BENEFITS 

• Participants will be compensated with a stipend for their time spent in the program.  

• Each company qualifies for up to $3,000 in milestone seed funding with a chance to win 

additional funding at launch day. 

• Each week you will meet with an assigned mentor, participate in Business Model Canvas training, practice 

refining your pitch, engage with the community in networking events, and other workshops. 

• Click here for additional program benefits. 

The Hawkeye Summer Accelerator will run from May 17-July 29. To find out more, visit HERE. 

HAVE QUESTIONS? 

To learn more and get all your questions answered about the program contact Kady Light. 

4/01/22 

NOTICE: COMPRESSED AIR SHUTDOWN 

Building & Landscape Services has scheduled a laboratory compressed air shutdown at the Chemistry 

Building beginning at 7:00 AM on Monday, May 9, 2022, through 3:30 PM on Friday, May 13 (1 week). 

This shutdown is necessary to replace the complete compressed air system in mechanical room W144 as 

part of project #0918301. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 467-4932 or FM@YourService at 335-5071. 

4/01/22 

NOTICE: AIR HANDLER SHUTDOWN 

Design & Construction Services has scheduled a shutdown of NW air handler at the Chemistry Building on 

Saturday, April 16, 2022, from 7:00 AM to 3:30 PM  

(8.5 hours).  Steam and condensate to this air handler will also be shutdown. 

This shutdown is necessary to replace steam coils and make welding/piping connections inside the NW air 

handling unit as part of project #0874601. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 467-4932 or FM@YourService at 335-5071. 

4/01/22 

Supporting Make Up Work and Extended 

Absences for Undergraduate Students 

As we are just past the mid-point of the semester, with mid-term notices going out last week to students and 

the drop deadline coming up next Monday, April 4, we wanted to provide guidance for you on supporting 

students who may have missed significant work due to extended absences. 

SUPPORTING MAKE-UP WORK 

What is a reasonable amount of help to extend to a student at this point in the semester? 

It can be helpful for instructors to consider the questions below about the student and the course, using the 

answers as a guide for any related decisions about giving Incompletes or extensions for assignments, 

projects, and other work.  

Questions about the student’s performance before the absences occurred: 

• Good standing: Overall, was the student’s work submitted for the course to date satisfactory, i.e., at 

least of average quality? 

Attendance and Participation: Did the student usually attend class (or attend class according to SDS 

accommodations as discussed with the instructor)? Was the student’s written work generally submitted by 

the relevant deadlines? Did the student take the previous exams or quizzes at the day and time scheduled? 

(For the SDS DRADM accommodation, the DRADM Agreement between the instructor and student is the 

best way to set expectations. If an agreement form has not been completed, it is not too late to do that now. 

SDS encourages instructors with questions to confer with them about DRAMD.) 

• Communication: Has the student communicated reliably with the instructor as needed? 

• Documentation: If the student’s longer absence (more than 1-2 class periods) was related to an 

emergency, excused activity, medical or mental health reason, did the student provide appropriate 

documentation? 

Questions about the course structure, level, and size: 

• Course Structure: Does each part of the course build on earlier components, with the learning outcomes 

depending on a linear progression of mastery? 

• Course Structure: Can the student reenter the course and finish it without making up all missed 

assignments while still being able to achieve the course’s learning outcomes?  

• Course Structure-Applied Learning: Do students in the course generally learn through interactive and 

applied, systemic skill building and/or practice during the class? Can this learning be “made up” in a short 

experiences or alternative activities outside of class? 

• Course Level and Outcomes: Does the student have enough prior knowledge about the subject matter, 

perhaps from related courses, to successfully complete the course and to achieve competency in its learning 

outcomes with little additional instructional support? 

• Course Size: What approach to helping a student would enable the same opportunities to be extended to 

others in similar situations (in some courses the number of students needing make up support may be very 

high, and equity then becomes important)? 

• Course Structure-Equipment: If make-up assignments include laboratory or other special equipment or 

setups, how feasible is it (in terms of time, labor, and materials) to provide a reasonable make-up opportunity 

before the end of the semester? 

In all cases, a key factor is whether the student has a reasonable chance to achieve the course learning 

outcomes. 

INCOMPLETES 

The CLAS Incomplete policy and the necessity of documentation is summarized below. CLAS requires that 

an Incomplete be given only if the following are met: 

• The unfinished part of the student's work is small. 

• The work is unfinished for reasons acceptable to the instructor. 

• The student's standing in the course is satisfactory. 

These requirements must be further defined by the instructor since they depend on the context of the 

situation. 

• However, CLAS never expects faculty to tutor a student; the student must be capable of finishing the 

work independently. 

The questions above are meant to help any instructor to decide if a student will successfully finish the 

Incomplete by the deadline set by the instructor and student. 

Please use this form so deadlines are clear to the student: 

INCOMPLETE FORM: https://clas.uiowa.edu/sites/default/files/CLAS%20UNDERGRADUATE%

20INCOMPLETE%20COMPLETION%20AGREEMENT(1).pdf 

Undergraduate students should also be encouraged to discuss the matter with an academic advisor and may 

be referred to staff in CLAS Undergraduate Programs (clasps@uiowa.edu) if the student expresses concerns 

related overall academic standing,  graduation requirements, or significant health problems affecting a 

number of courses, for example. 

CLAS Undergraduate Student Academic Concern Form 

The academic staff in CLAS Undergraduate Programs (120 Schaeffer Hall) have created a reporting form for 

instructors to use when concerns arise related to a student in one of their courses. If you have a student you 

are concerned about, please fill out the online reporting form. You will be asked to share your name, the 

student’s name, and a brief summary of the concern. You can choose whether or not to remain anonymous, 

and CLAS staff will determine the appropriate outreach and resources to support the student. 

Graduate students should be encouraged to reach out to their CLAS Directors of Graduate Studies and 

the Associate Dean for Graduate Education with additional concerns and questions related to graduate 

student matters. 

4/01/22 

Public Forums Announced for Associate Vice 

Presidents for Research 

I encourage the CLAS community to participate in the upcoming public forums for the associate vice 

presidents for research searches. Please use the following link to learn more about public forums.   

4/01/22 

Physical & Environmental Seminar 

Monday, April 18th, 2022 - 12:30 PM 

Amelia Sweet 

 “DFT Study of Nitrobenzene Adsorption to the Ag (111) Surface” 

Abstract: Redox flow batteries are an up-and-coming technology for large scale energy storage. Organic 

redox flow batteries provide an environmentally benign alternative to inorganic batteries. Nitrobenzene is 

currently under consideration for use in organic redox flow batteries. In this work, we study interactions 

between nitrobenzene and the Ag (111) model electrode surface using density functional theory. 

Inorganic/CER Seminar 

Wednesday, April 20th, 2022 - 12:30 PM 

Prof. Michael Seery 

The Open University 

 “Enabling Learning in the Chemistry Laboratory” 

C20 PC 

Community Building Grants 

The Jumpstarting tomorrow team for ‘Building a Quantum Simulation Program at the University of Iowa’ 

solicits applications for two awards for $25000 each to build- new and expand existing programs in Quantum 

Science and Technology at the University of Iowa.  These grants, need to be submitted by two PIs from 

different departments, and will seek to establish a new collaboration towards building a network of quantum 

technology research across the University. Whilst programs from any thematic part of quantum technologies 

are welcome to apply, three key areas are particularly desirable.  

(1) Proposals from PI’s historically who have not engaged in research in quantum science but would propose 

to work with a PI working in the field to establish a new research direction.  

(2) Applications which would go towards the purchase of hardware or services which would expand quantum 

information infrastructure at the University of Iowa. For such applications they should list the anticipated users 

of the new hardware or service.  

(3) Proposals which enable a new quantum information science themed inter-departmental collaboration 

between researchers from historically distinct fields.  

Proposals are welcome from all areas but priority will be given to those that cater to the key areas identified 

above. Additional support for these projects may be available this summer from the undergraduate research 

fellowship in quantum technologies with the support of ICRU.  

Inquiries about project suitability can be addressed to UI_QSim@team.uiowa.edu, If you also seeking a 

partner for an idea, please reach out to us and we can help connect you with other potentially interested 

parties on campus. 

4/08/22 

Seeking Group Photos for Chemistry Appreciation 

Awards Night 

The Chemistry Admin Office is seeking group photos for the slideshow that will be presented during the 

Chemistry Appreciation Awards Night. If you have any photos of your group that you would like to submit for 

the slideshow, please send them to chem-admin@uiowa.edu.   

RSVP for the Chemistry Appreciation and Awards Night: https://uiowa.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_e8otUurQVzUGuYm 

4/15/22 

All-Hands Safety Meeting—April 22, 2022 (on 

Zoom) 

Presented by: Colleen Lasar, Hannah Nennig, Shonda Monette, Gary Small, George Crull, Betsy Stone  

Opening Remarks by: Renee Cole and Len MacGillivray 

Dear Colleagues, 

Please join us for the Department of Chemistry’s All Hands Safety Meeting on Friday, April 22, 2022 at 
3:30pm over Zoom.  This year’s meeting will be presented by our DEO Len MacGillivray, Associate Chair 
Renee Cole, and the Departmental Safety Committee (Betsy Stone, Gary Small, Shonda Monette, and 
George Crull).  

We discuss departmental efforts for continuous improvement in safety, the safety organizational structure of 
our department, and safety resources.  

Safety is our highest priority. And we all must work together to create a strong safety culture, so please 
consider attendance to be mandatory for Department of Chemistry faculty, staff, graduate students, and post-
docs. Undergraduate students conducting research are also strongly encouraged to attend.  

The Zoom/online platform will enable participation of all departmental members.  (Note: this seminar will not 
be hosted in-person.) Sign-in to Zoom early with your HawkID and password. Attendance will be taken. 

Thank you, 

Betsy Stone 

4/15/22 

Alfred P. Sloan Matter-to-Life Program Grants 

The Alfred P. Sloan Foundation has recently launched a new grant-making program and we’re hoping you 

might help us communicate that to promising researchers in Biology/Physics/Chemistry/Engineering 

departments at University of Iowa engaged in relevant work. 

Our new program, Matter-to-Life, focuses on understanding the physical principles and mechanisms that 

make living systems distinctive from inanimate matter. The research of interest spans efforts which focus on 

identifying novel physics exhibited by living systems, to identifying various mechanisms underlying biological 

function, to building life-like entities.  In general, the program will support basic scientific research at the 

intersection of the four disciplines listed above and a detailed description of the program's scientific focus can 

be found on our website (https://sloan.org/programs/research/matter-to-life) along with a description of how to 

submit a letter of intent (LOI), the first step to a possible Sloan Foundation grant. 

While scientific excellence is of primary importance, the Foundation has a longstanding and ongoing interest 

in supporting both under-represented scientists and early-career scientists. Accordingly, we’re hopeful that 

you might be particularly attendant to making scientists in these categories aware of our new program, all 

while not ignoring excellent scientists who happen to fall outside these categories. Certainly not a trivial 

balancing act, but we ask that you do your best. 

Given our small staff, we have a rather limited ability to schedule meetings to talk generally about the 

program or to discuss individual grant prospects before seeing an LOI. Instead, we’ll use the LOI process to 

identify the most promising grant prospects and we’ll then be open to requests for guidance on full proposals 

associated with those LOIs. 

4/15/22 

AAAS Policy Fellowship Discussion with UI 

Alumni 

Hello fellow grad students,  

I’m the current President of Connecting Science to Society, the science policy and communication student 

organization. On Monday April 18th at 10:30am we will be hosting a virtual discussion and Q&A with a 

couple former Iowa alumni who also served as AAAS Science and Technology Policy Fellows. We wanted to 

invite you to this discussion. 

For those that don’t know, the AAAS STPF program aims to place scientists (often just after their Ph.D.) in a 

federal branch of the government for a couple years. It is an excellent way for those with scientific 

backgrounds to gain experience with policy and for policy makers to gain from scientific expertise. You can 

learn more about it here: https://www.aaas.org/programs/science-technology-policy-fellowships 

Here is a rough schedule for our meeting:  

- Brief announcements and introductions (Riley Troyer): ~5 min 

- Introduction to the AAAS STPF program (Jessica Soule of AAAS): ~15 min 

- Quick personal intro (Angela Arensdorf of NIH, fellow of NIH): ~5-10 min 

- Quick personal intro (Matt Sutterer of NIH, fellow of NIJ): ~5-10 min 

- Questions: ~20-30 min 

The meeting will be over Zoom: https://uiowa.zoom.us/j/96942876301?

pwd=U2gwaGZuTnFJbGlFMElPRmkzUzFrQT09 

If you’d like to stay up-to-date on our events, send me an email and I can add you to our listserv (riley-

troyer@uiowa.edu) or you can send an email to listserv@list.uiowa.edu with subscribe csts-

studorg@list.uiowa.edu yourfirstname yourlastname in the body and it will automatically add you.  

Thanks, 

Riley 

4/15/22 

SynChem, Inc: Research Chemist in Organic 

Synthesis 

SynChem, Inc. provides custom synthesis and contract research services to clients in the biotech and drug 

discovery business. In response to our customer demand and our rapid growing, SynChem has numbers of 

opportunities for chemists who enjoy working in an entrepreneurial, scientifically challenging, and teamwork 

environment. SynChem offers its employees comprehensive compensation and benefit packages including 

healthcare insurances, Simple IRA retirement plan and short-term disability insurances. For further 

information please review the following section:  

Responsibilities: BS degree in chemistry. Synthesis and analysis of organic compounds for potential 

pharmaceutical use. The syntheses, which may be 3 to 15 steps in length, require purification and analysis at 

each step. The Research Chemist will be responsible for reporting research results verbally and in writing, 

and hands on organic chemistry experientment.  

Please submit your resume and application email to: wm@synchem.com  

4/15/22 

AXE House STEM Carnival 

Our professional chemistry fraternity, Alpha Chi Sigma, would like to invite you and your family to our Carnival 

event on April 20th 5:30pm - 7pm. Our game night will consist of STEM themed games to stimulate 

creativity and strategic thinking. We will be offering prizes and snacks at the Carnival for parents and children. 

Our fraternity would love to get to know the staff members more and show appreciation to you and your 

family for all you do for the students here at the University of Iowa.  

This is the RSVP link in order for us to have adequate supplies and prizes. https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSeX6oB-N32rEW8RU1_fx3NwCpPNs-qdgmxcuOcrR0Gbs19fdA/viewform?usp=sf_link 

We hope you can join Alpha Chi Sigma at our Carnival night! 

4/15/22 
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